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Rabbit Dinner 
Jim Bridger 

Style 
By John Eller 

Everyone has a favorite tory ~bout 
Jim Bridger. Mine comes from e ys 
w hen he was a scout for one o: -· ose 
famous wagon trains headed "-es:.. ~is 
presence only added to the colo:- =-' i n
trigue. 

It seems the members of thi s ~...:~ular 
wagon train had the opportu n-:r: - ob
serve Jim prepare his lunch a· ::::e- noo n 
stop. Several of the argonau ha ---,i ed 
Jim to eat with th.em, but the '!se old 
scout politely declined. 

Instead, Bridger casua lly :-2se d a 
Hawken rifle and adroitl y hot· · us
pecting jackrabbit through the be-" · In a 
jiffy, he had skinned and dress- · the 
game, using only his finger a · ::Uum bs. 
He washed it in an icy creek an ' _ :.aced it 
on a sage bush to drain while ' e nu ilt a 
small but hot willow fire. 

Next he cut a green stick abo r si.x feet 
long, sharpened the big e nd. and skill
fully affixed the rabbit to the orhe- e nd. 
He then shoved the large e nc in o the 
ground at about 45° angle . T he weight of 
the meat bent the wand do,\·n o whe re it 
would get just the right amoun of heat, 
very near the fire. 

Jim then sat quietly, h is ha -closed 
eyes fixed on the snowy peak . dreaming 
the dreams of days when he an d his 
brigade of trappers roamed the we t, and 
he didn't have to make a living shepherd
ing sodbusters. 

Surprisingly soon, one side of the rab
bit was a crisp, tantalizing bro,,·n. Jim 
turned the stick and the other side was 
soon the same. It was juicy inside, crusty 
outside, and perfectly cooked. 

Although the meat weighed several 
pounds, Jim eagerly consumed all of it 
while bystanders watched with a degree 
of envy. The entire operation did not 
take him more than three-quarters of an 
hour. And there were no pots and pans
just a green stick! * 

DISPATCH 



Building Memories 
We must work hard to build the sort of 
memories that our boys will cherish down 
through the years. Some events by their 
very nature build memories. One of the 
best in this category is the council fire. 

BY LARRY BOHALL 

The Royal Rangers program is not 
in the business of building mem
ories. Our primary goal is reaching, 

teaching, and keeping boys for Jesus
not memory making. Fortunately, how
ever, one extremely pleasant by
product of our work happens to be mem
ories. That is true for both the command
er and the boys in his outpost. Ten, 
twenty, or fifty years from now, should 
the Lord tarry, your boys will be re
flecting on experiences they had in 
Royal Rangers. The time that we, 
as commanders, are investing in our boys 
will be recalled for years to come. That 
three-day camp-out fiasco in solid rain, 
the hundreds of scorched dinners, the 
first aid you gave, the time you coun
seled one of your Pioneers and (for once) 
knew what to say; these will all build 
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memories that will be recalled again and 
again during those bittersweet times of 
reflection that we all have. Those times 
when we remember our childhood, our 
passing from children to adult, our mis
takes made, our championships won. 
Yes, while Royal Rangers' chief goal is 
not building memories, it is one of the 
things that makes being a commander 
worth it. 

Knowing this, then, it would seem im
perative that we work hard to build the 
sort of memories that our boys will 
cherish down through the years. No easy 
task. Memory building takes planning, 
coordination, and just plain work. It 
necessarily involves breaking the 
routine, going the extra mile, and creativ
ity. Yet memories do not have to be com-

plicated. Some of the best memories are 
the simplest. Who can forget the first 
time they caught a fish, or camped out, or 
cooked their first meal on an open fire (as 
I remember it, I "cooked'' pudding that 
was black on the bottom and un-done on 
top!)? 

So some events by their very nature 
build memories. One of the best in this 
category is the council fire . Your boys 
will remember for years to come the fun 
and fellowship they shared around the 
fire. They will remember the singing, 
the laughter, and the changes wrought in 
their lives just by watching dying embers 
of a council fire. The wise commander 
will use every opportunity to make the 
council fire the biggest event of the out-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE ... 
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"The Leader's Manual, the Outpost Activities Book, 
Dispatch magazine, and your local library are all full 
of things to do at council fires; so do some homework." 

post camp-out. 
A successful council fire involves 

these three elements: (1) Planning, (2) 
Doing, and (3) Reviewing. Neglecting 
any of the three severely hampers the ef
fectiveness of the fire . Using them can 
make the difference between an excit
ing, fun-filled event and a complete 
washout. With this in mind, then, let's 
look at each area and see how to use it to 
its fullest advantage. 
Planning 

Planning ahead (well in advance) is an 
absolute necessity. Nothing destroys a 
council fire more effectively than sitting 
in the dark, waiting for someone to get 
the fire laid, or decide what to sing, or 
what to do, etc . This must all be done 
well in advance of the cam pout. But, two 
things need to be kept in mind while 
planning the fire-simplicity and activ
ity. 

Simplicity, especially on your first few 
council fires, will save the event from 
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being ruined by plans that were too dif
ficult to carry out. This applies particu
larly to the lighting technique used. A 
simple technique that quickly produces 
a roaring fire is much preferred to an 
elaborate ritual that fails. Does this mean 
that you should avoid elaborate light
ings? At first, yes. However, as you pro
gress, so will your ability to light council 
fires. Remember that the important thing 
is to get the fire lit! If you can impress the 
boys while doing it, so much the better. 

Once you have the fire lit, you are 
ready for activity-lots of it. Simplicity is 
the key word here also. Simple songs, 
stunts, skits, and jokes will win the day. 
Plan events with a fast pace and plenty of 
action, and plan plenty to do. Many of our 
council fires have failed because we ran 
out of things to do. The Leader's Manual, 
the Outpost Activities Book, Dispatch 
magazine, and your local library are all 
full of things to do at council fires, so do 
some homework. Plan simply and plan 

plenty, and you will plan effectively. 
Doing 

Like planning, the "doing' ' begins 
well in advance. Upon arriYal at your 
campsite, your best fire builde rs should 
set about choosing the council fire site 
and laying the fire. Eve~ thing should be 
ready to go when your boys step into the 
council fire area. 

Your Master ofCeremonie is the most 
important man at your counci l fire (sec
ond only to your devotional speaker), 
and he should be a \\·ell-thought-out 
choice. He should be outgoing, dynamic, 
and possibly have a flair for the dramatic. 
No rule says that an outpost commander 
must serve as MC-he could be an Out
post Councilman, another commander, 
or one ofthe Rangers. But whoever he is, 
he needs to be good at keeping things 
going. 

Some activities the MC will lead at the 
council fire might include: songs, ice
breakers, stunts, patrol skits, special 
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"Some activities the Master of Ceremonies will lead 
at the council fire might include: songs, ice-breaker 

stunts, patrol skits, special applause methods, awards, and games." 

applause methods, round-robin stories, 
award ceremonies (camper of the day, 
best patrol, etc.) and games. Temper the 
activities to match the flames-when the 
fire is roaring, so are the activities. When 
it dies down, so do the events. A good 
MC will keep this in mind. 

Once the fire has begun to die, and the 
speaker is introduced, your boys will be 
ready to listen. More good can be done 
in the next ten minutes than can be 
imagined, and your speaker needs to 
understand this. A boring speaker or a 
devotion that drags on and on will de
stroy the effect that you have labored so 
hard to build. On the other hand, an ex
citing speaker with a thrilling story that 
grabs the boys' attention and presents 
them with one solid point that they can 
hang onto will change an otherwise dull 
council fire into a smashing success . So 
choose your speaker with care. 
Reviewing 

While reviewing is considered last, it 
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is by no means the least important point. 
In some instances, it might be consid
ered the most important part of the coun
cil fire, for it is at this stage that we really 
find out if all that work was effective. In 
the review, you and your outpost staff 
(including the senior and patrol guides) 
examine your finished product. It does 
not have to be a lengthy procedure, and 
can be done at any time, but it should 
include discussion as to quality, impact, 
and improvements. 

Quality has an eye towards the pacing 
of the program, the ability of the speaker, 
and the selection of activities . Were they 
good, were they bad, should they be in
cluded next time, should they be 
dropped? Impact tries to pin down the 
effect of the council fire. Was it enjoy
able, did the boys have fun? Were they 
challenged by the speaker, was anyone 
saved? Improvements, more than the 
other two, will not only include this fire 

and the next, but will also look back at 
other fires . Have we improved, or have 
we lost ground? 

How can we upgrade the skits, the 
songs, or the games? The wisdom of in
cluding boys in this discussion will come 
out here . If the boys are honest, they will 
give the commanders the boys' point of 
view, and not just reflect our own. 

So, there it is-planning, doing, and 
reviewing, the steps to a successful 
council fire. And, the steps to a success
ful memory. It isn't easy; it takes time 
and effort. But don't look at it as a chore, 
look at it as an investment. Because that's 
what it is, an investment that pays a dou
ble dividend! On the one hand, both you 
and your boys will have fun at a well
planned, well-done council fire-ana on 
the other hand, years from now you will 
both be able to relive that fire again and 
again and again . So, what do you say? 
Let's start building some memories! * 
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THE THIRD NATIONAL 

_CAMPO RAM A_ 

SPRING 1982 

July 27-31, 1982 
located at 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 
near the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park, 
Silver Dollar City Amusement Park, 

and the 1982 World's Fair. 

-IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY MADE PLANS 
TO ATTEND THIS SPECTACULAR 

ROYAL RANGER EVENT, 
THEN DO SO NOW BY CONTACTING 

YOUR DISTRICT COMMANDER OR THE 
NATIONAL OFFICE. 

SEE YOU THERE! 7 
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1ST 

WEEK 

2ND 
WEEK 
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(Order films for the film fes
tival month of April and 
May 

BOATING SAFETY 
U sing the Air-Sea-Trail 
Ranger Handbook, pages 44 
thru 59, discuss boating his
tory, nautical terms, safety 
rules, how to row a boat, 
paddle a canoe, etc. Dem
onstrate as much of this as 
possible using make-be
lieve paddles, boats, etc . 
If possible, obtain a safety 
film on boating from local 
Coast Guard or Navy units, 
Red Cross chapter, or State 
Boating Commission. You 
may be able to schedule 
someone from these organi-

3RD 

zations to come and talk to 
your boys . If not, obtain 
boat, and equipment, and 
go to water and demonstrate 
what you have learned, 
(even in swimming pool), or 
let boys operate boat on dry 
land simulating paddling, 
boarding, etc. 

CHOKING 
Obtain booklets entitled, 

WEEK "First Aid For Foreign 
Body Obstruction of the 
Airway," stock number 
321138 from your local Red 
Cross chapter (cost approx
imately 10¢ each). Teach 
boys the rescue techniques 
and safety points in book
lets. (Teach even the 

4TH 
WEEK 

smallest of boys. A 4-year
old girl once saved her 2-
year-old brother using the 
rescue methods used in the 
book.) Let boys take books 
home and teach parents and 
family this material. 

SURVIVAL 
Using the Air-S ea-Trail 
Ranger Handbook , pages 
96-101 and other visual aid 
material, discuss survival, 
shelter, food, water rescue 
signals, mental attitude, 
fire , etc. Demonstrate the 
dead fall snare, figure four 
trigger, bent twig snare and 
spears. 

DISPATCH 
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1ST 

WEEK 

2ND 
WEEK 

Beginning of film festival 
months (April and May) 
show film "Wilderness 
Survival" obtained from 
the National Rifle Associa
tion , 1600 Rhode Island 
Avenue N.W., Washing
ton, DC 20036. Film is 
free, 15 minutes long. Com
plete meeting with discus
sion and review of last 
week's survival material. 

HUNTER & GUN 
SAFETY 
Show film entitled "On 
Target for Safety" (15 min.), 
or "Fast & Fancy" (28 min.) 
from Daisy, Div. Victor 
Comptometer Corp., P. 0 . 

SPRING 1982 

Box 220, Rogers, AR 72756, 
ATT: Robert Gross. (Films 
are free .) Show different 
types of gun actions. If pos
sible, get a qualified man in 
your church or community 
to help out. 

NOTE : Projectors can sometimes be 
borrowed from schools, librarys, conser
vation commissions, agencies, law en
forcement agencies, etc. 

3RD ARCHERY 
Show film, "Olympic Ar-

W E E K chery- The Inner Contest" 
(13 min.), or "Right On" (14 
min.). Order from Modem 
Talking Picture Service, 
Inc., 2323 New Hyde Park 
Rd., New Hyde Park, NY 

11040. The film "Right On" 
has free discussion materi
als with it, films are free. 
Have a bow and arrows for 
display and someone in 
your church or community 
who is a qualified archer to 
demonstrate or hold discus
sion with boys. 

4TH BICYCLE SAFETY 
Show film "Bicycles Are 

WEEK Beautiful" (27 min.) or the 
film J-860 "The Bicycle 
Driver" (13¥2 min.). Order 
from Modern Talking Pic
ture Service. Films are free. 
You might also secure the 
services of your State Patrol 
or city safety programs man ......_ 
in your area for a bicycle Jill""' 
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safety program or assis 
tance. Get safety material 
handouts if possible, check 
list, etc. You may begin to 
plan for a bicycle rodeo. 

STUDY OF RUBBER 
Do research work in ency
clopedia, etc. on rubber. 
Show film entitled . N-360 
"The Tree That Weeps" (20 
min.) . Order from Modern 
Talking Pictures 2323 New 
Hyde Park Road, New 
Hyde Park, NY 11040. This 
is an excellent film for 
showing to family night 
crowd. Invite parents. Hold 
discussion after film. 

CONSERVATION 
Show the film "The Good 
Earth" (26 min.). Order 
from Modern Talking Pic
tures. Film is free. Be pre
pared to discuss conserva
tion measures as discussed 
and emphasized in the 
Royal Rangers Adventures 

in Camping and the hand
books. 

PHYSICAL: FITNESS, 
HEALTH, PERSONAL 
CARE 
Show film, G-292 "Teeth 
Are a Good Thing to Have" 
(13¥2 min.) or "Showdown 
at Sweet Rock Gulch" (13 
min.), or "The Haunted 
Mouth" (13 min.). Order 
from Modern, Talking Pic
tures. Films are free. If pos
sible, have your local den
tist attend this meeting 
and discuss the films, etc. 
with boys. Check your age 
group handbook for work 
that relates to this program 
feature. 

FIRE SAFETY 
Check with local Fire De
partment for handouts on 
fire safety, or someone to 
speakto boys. You might ar
range to visit a firehouse 
after viewing film, "Snuffys 
Fire SafetY, Brigade" (14 
min.). Film free. Order from 
Modern Talking Pictures. 

ARCHAELOGY 
Show film "Of Time, 
Tombs and Treasure" (27 
min.) (King Tutankhamens ' 
tomb discovery). Be pre
pared to relate how Bible 
archaelogy has confirmed 
Biblical accounts, etc. At" 
tempt to- create an interest 
in this subject. Give boys 
names of books on subject 
available at the Gospel Pu~ 
lishing House, Springfield, 
Missouri. 

IN ORDERING FILMS: . 
*Make request well in ad
vance. Four to six weeks 
is advisable. 

*Specify showing date. 
Always give one or two al· 
ternate dates. 

*Return film promptly. In
sure if requested. · 

*Do not make major film 
repairs. Insert note de
scribing damage. 

*Submit audience show
ing reports promptly. 

THE END. 
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The choice of a campsite is very im
portant to Royal Rangers leaders 
and campers . Hard experience has 

proven that not just any place in the out
doors will do . It is good to have a few 
guidelines in mind when selecting a spot 
for wilderness living. 

We suggest ample firewood with water 
close by. Most forests do not allow the 
cuttingoflive trees, and the water supply 
should be checked for pollution. 

It is good to have a screen of trees to 
ward off the wind. Camping puts us in 
direct contact with the elements, and any 
added comfort from the wind and cold 
will be beneficial. 

There should be a degree of exposure 
to the breeze which will help keep down 
insects. Most woodlands are alive with 
ticks, chiggers, and mosquitos. 

Choose a campsite away from any 
dominant trees that might attract light
ning. Most forests have an occasional 
split tree trunk as evidence of yester
year's storm. (The writer was attending 
a district event years_ago when lightning 
struck a tree, and it fell on an occupied 
tent between two campers. Miraculous
ly, no one was hurt.) 

Your best campsite has sunshine in the 
morning and shade in the afternoon. 
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ..... 

CHOOSING 
A CAMPSITE 
GOOD GUIDELINES 
FOR WILDERNESS 
LIVING. 
BY JOHN ELLER 
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Sometimes just a little forethought can 
remedy this. 

Watch out for threatening limbs over
head. Hunters call these limbs "widow
makers." They may seem well lodged in 
a fork of the tree, but wind from the right 
direction can bring them crashing 
down-without warning. 

Check the terrain for any rocky out
cropping that could gouge your 
backbone during the night. A rocky bed 
is a hard bed. 

You need an elevated spot out of reach 
of flash floods. Getting washed away in 
the middle of the night takes some of the 
fun out of camping. 

Look for a suitable landing and shelter 
for your craft if you are traveling by canoe 
or boat. You may need to depart the same 
way you arrive. 

The ideal campsite is rounded out by a 
scenic overlook, plus good fishing, hunt
ing, or swimming. 

Mother Nature is not in the camping 
business. Only once in a lifetime will 
you find such an idyllic spot as described 
in this article. But seek as many good 
features as possible. A good rule of 
thumb is to begin looking early in the 
day, long before it is time for tales to 
cross the firelight. 

Pitching a tent in a gully or depression 
is folly. An arroyo in the West is espe
cially dangerous. It may be bone dry 
when you arrive, but a violent storm, 
even 50 miles away, may send a flash 
flood to carry away your outfit. 

Choose your campsite like you select 
your gear-with care. 
HAPPY CAMPING AHEAD! 

The ideal campsite 
is rounded out by a 
scenic overlook, plus 
good fishing, hunting, . . 
or sw1mm1ng. 

DISPATCH 



LAUGHS FOR LEADERS 

On one occasion the minister deliv
ered a sermon of but ten minutes dura
tion ... a most unusual thing for him. 

Upon the conclusion of his remarks he 
added: 

"I regret to inform you brethren that 
my dog who appears to be inordinately 
fond of paper this morning ate that por
tion of my sermon that I have not deliv
ered. Let us pray." 

After the service the clergyman was 
met at the door by a man who as a rule 
attended service in another church. 
Shaking the good man by the hand he 
said: 

"Pastor I should like to know whether 
that dawg of your has any pups. If it has I 
want to get one to give to my minister. 

Thomas LaMance 
Modesto CA 

Client: 'Til give yo u a hundred dollars to 
do my worrying for me." 
Lawyer: "Where's the hundred?" 
Client: "That' s your first worry." 

Henry Leabo 
Tehachapi CA 

/~ 
-.f 

-:-r.:J\ 
\---.-----.... - -

The lawyer and his banker friend were 
out fishing when their boat sank. The 
lawyer a good swimmer asked his banker 
friend "Can you float alone?", and he 
began to swim ashore. 

"Fine friend you are!" The banker 
called out. " Here I am drowning, and 
you want to talk business." 

M. M. Savoie 
Houston, TX 

The commander was physically and 
mentally drained after a difficult Royal 
Rangers meeting. When the waiter 
handed him a menu in the resturant he 
was too weary to make another decision. 
"Just bring me a good meal," he said. 

The meal was an excellent one and the 
commander left a generous tip. "Thank 
you very much sir" the waiter said. Then 
he whispered "If you have any friends in 
your organization who can't read either 
just send them to me." 

John A. Johnston 
Manchester CT 

The very elderly farmer was undergo
ing a thorough examination by a city doc
tor. Amazed by what he found the doctor 
asked incredulously "How old did you 
say you were?" 

"Ninety-two." 
"In all my years of practice" the doctor 

confessed "I have never seen a man even 
25 years younger than you are in such 
perfect condition. How do you account 
for your long life and good health?" 

"Well, I'll tell you Doc. When me and 
my wife got married we made a sort of 
agreement not to argue . If she got mad 
around the house she promised she 
wouldn't say anything but just go back 
into the kitchen until she calmed down. 
And if I ever got mad I wasn't to say 
anything either butjust walk out the door 
into the backyard." 

"But what has that got to do with your 
physical health?" 

"You see, Doc because of that agree
ment I reckon I've led what you might 
call an outdoor life." 

John A. Johnston 
Manchester CT 

[[][] 

"MY SCHOOL REPORT iS 1/TLED, 'WHY I DIDN'T HAVE 
TIME TO DO MY SCHOOL REPORT~ '' 

''Of-1, AL.L. RIGI-11". YOU CAN HAVE 
JUS"f' ONE PIE'C6 OF CAKe.'' 
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Scripture Reference: Matthew 5:3-11; I 
Peter 5:8 
Advanced Preparation: List all the 
players ofboth teams on the blackboard. 
You may put them in their respective 
football positions if desired. For more 
impact, list opponents across from each 
other. 
Presentation: In the game offootball, the 
parallels between the life of a football 
player and the life of a believer are about 
the same: toughness, endurance, hard 
training, and discipline. The players in 
the game of life can be likened to the 
players in the game of football as follows: 
DEFENSIVE TEAM LINE-UP 
Defensive Line is out to smear the Chris
tian's chances of reaching the goal line 
and is made up of the following players: 
fear, sin, anguish, despair, worry, and 
separation. This line-up is enough to 
cause any weak Christian to "stumble, 
fall, and fumble the ball if he doesn't 
have a good offensive team who can 
score despite of them. 
The Defensive Linebackers are: sorrow, 
tribulation, and unbelief. These guys are 
good enough to shake up anybody' steam 
to "score" against them. 

16 

By Warren Bebout 

The Defensive Backs are: darkness and 
death. These two guys can "kill" your 
chances of being a winner. They are 
cunning and smart, so is their coach
Satan. These are the chief players in your 
game of life . Don't let them do you in! 
All of these defensive players are all 
against you in your Christian walk with 
Christ. They are in the game of life to 
spoil your chances if they possibly can 
and to prevent you from gaining any 
ground in your spiritual growth and to 
prevent you from reaching your goal in 
life. Be alert against these players who 
are out to "sack you" real good. Don't let 
them slip through your offensive line 
and keep you from reaching the goal line 
in your life! 
OFFENSIVE TEAM LINE-UP 
Notice that for every defensive player 
you have a player on your offensive team 
as his counterpart (enemy). 
The Offensive Line at your disposal is 
made up of the following players: cour
age, forgiveness, peace, hope, happi
ness, fellowship. These players will run 
interference for you in your game of life. 
They will "sack" Satan's defensive line 
in your life every time. Your Offensive 

Linebackers are made up of the following 
big name players: joy, tranquility, and 
faith. These big guys will help you es
cape from the defensive line who are out 
to tackle you hard in your life. Your of
fensive linebackers will help you block 
all the defensive players who are trying 
to stop you in your efforts to make good in 
goal as you walk through this life. The 
Offensive Backfield-teammates on 
your team are: light and life. They will do 
all the "scoring" for you il) your game of 
life. Nothing can touch them when you 
have Jesus Christ as the coach of your 
life. 
Your Reserve Second String Back-Up 
Players you have on the bench are some 
real good promising prospective players. 
They are big guys too. They are: gentle
ness, self-control, goodness, and Mr. pa
tience himself. Use these guys in your 
game when you need a good substitute at 
the right time. 
But above all listen to what your coach 
(Jesus) says to you and you'll always be a 
winner. "Play the game of life and Jesus 
Christ will be your coach and He'll help 
you block and sack Satan's team as you 
run to the touchdown of life." * 

DISPATCH 


